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Our Operating Room functions best when 
high quality, state of the art equipment is in use

Our OR Needs You
11,000 surgeries performed at the 
Regional Hospital every year

1,400 Cape Bretoners are diagnosed 
with cancer every year

580 cancer - related surgeries in our 
hospital every year

As we move towards reaching our goal 
with Operation Heart, we need to focus 
on priority operating room equipment

WE ALL  HAVE
REASONS TO GIVE

To learn how you can support 
Operation Heart, call us at 

902-567-7752 or visit our website 
www.becauseyoucare.ca

Operation Heart – Update
Cardiac Heart Monitors

Pace Art Optima to
monitor pacemakers Anesthesia Machines 

Innovian Work 
Stations

Operating Room
Bariatric Table

Nerve Information
Monitoring Machine (NIMM)

Pain Pumps

Campaign

CT Angio to perform 
dye tests in Cape Breton

Funded
Still Needs
Funding



Q: We have 11,000 operations in the Cape Breton Regional 
Hospital every year. Why is supporting the “Operation Heart” 
campaign so important to the OR?

 A: 11,000 operations means that 11,000 Cape Bretoners and 
their loved ones are affected every year. Having high-quality, 
functional medical equipment in our OR means that all of those 
operations are being performed in the absolute best manner 
possible. 

Q: There were over 580 cancer-related operations in 
the Cape Breton Regional Hospital last year. Tell us what 
equipment was used in some of those surgeries.

A: The anesthesia machine is not just used in the 580 cancer-
related procedures, but in most of the 11,000 surgeries 
performed in the OR at the Cape Breton Regional Hospital. 
This machine, along with the Innovian work stations, is used to 
monitor and keep patients alive during surgery. These machines 
ventilate, deliver medication and monitor vital signs so the 
anesthetist can keep you safe during surgery.  The surgical 
tables are used to help position patients during procedures and 
can be manipulated in different ways to benefit the surgeon 
and anesthetist thus benefiting the patient. The ultrasound 
machine is used to locate vessels and other vital structures 
during surgery. This can be used by both surgeons and 
anesthesiologists. All of it is incredibly important. 

Q: Tell us how our community will benefit from the new 
equipment we will purchase through Operation Heart.

A: In the past, we’ve seen many patients leaving Cape 
Breton for procedures, but now we can perform top-quality, 
complicated surgeries, at home. There’s an incredible advantage 
to the patient when they’re able to stay home. Being close to 
loved ones, in your own community, surrounded by medical 
professionals that you see at the grocery store, instills a 
sense of comfort. Supporting the Operation Heart Campaign 
strengthens healthcare in our community and supports our 
incredible healthcare professionals.  It truly impacts everyone in 
our community. 

Q: What will having this equipment do for doctor recruitment 
and retention at the Cape Breton Regional Hospital?

A: Doctors want to use the most effective technology. The 
equipment we’re purchasing will attract high-quality medical 
professionals and will keep them here. Operating Rooms are 
specialized workspaces that require specialized equipment. 
With new equipment, it becomes an exciting place to work, to 
improve practices and to save lives. 

To learn more about how you can support Operation Heart, visit: www.operationheart.ca 

OR Manager Troy Penney is joined by OR staff before a long day of important procedures.  

Excellent equipment helps these medical professionals do what they do best, save lives.

Putting The OPERATION in Operation Heart
Q&A with O.R. Manager, Troy Penney

The anesthesia machines, surgical tables, innovian work stations and ultrasound 
machines are all necessary in many complicated procedures. Updated equipment 
is needed to ensure excellence in surgery



Just last year, the Doctor’s Care Campaign was launched at the Cape Breton 
Regional Hospital and the response has been incredible. “We’ve seen some 
great physician leadership,” says Brad Jacobs, CEO of the Hospital Foundation. 
“Doctors in our own community are stepping up and giving back.” 

To date, the doctors have raised $450,000 in support of excellence in healthcare 
in Cape Breton. The Campaign includes a committee of dedicated physicians 
and dentists who are spreading the word about giving back locally and are also 
appealing to other medical professionals to help support healthcare needs in our 
own community.  

The Campaign Committee, headed by Dr. Bob Cohen, is made up of doctors from 
across the CBRM including, Dr. Dale Miller (Medical Site Lead), Dr. Rex Dunn 
(Honorary Chair), Dr. Gail Bisson (Sydney), Dr. Peter Littlejohn (New Waterford), 
Dr. Dorothy Dolhanty (Sydney), Dr. Michael Gallivan (Glace Bay), Dr. Jeff Power 
(Membertou), Dr. Paul Hickey (North Sydney), Dr. Siva Thanamayooran (Sydney), 
Dr. Steven Saxon (Sydney) and Dr. Katie Muise (Sydney).

Foundation CEO, Brad Jacobs and Dr. Bob Cohen discuss the Doctors Care campaign and the most recent 
gift of $30,000 by one of our generous doctors

Doctors Care Campaign - Update
Docs Who Give, Where They Live

“
An incredible thing 

happens when medical 

professionals see 

that the work they 

do goes beyond a job 

and becomes a goal to 

strengthen healthcare 

for their community.



Be a Cape Breton Healthcare Hero
This year, we have a new look, but we are asking the same of YOU. 
Please visit one of our amazing community partners, list available 
soon, and become a Cape Breton Healthcare Hero. All it takes is 
simply saying ‘yes’.

Purchase a Healthcare Hero badge at one of many locations in Cape 
Breton, and you will be helping to provide healthcare excellence and 
save lives at the Cape Breton Regional Hospital.



Being Brave is Easier at Home
Danielle’s Operation: Care in Cape Breton

Sitting in the chemotherapy suite, becoming drowsy from the 
medication pumped into her veins, Danielle Boutilier explains 
how fortunate she feels. “I got to have my surgery at home,” 
she says with a smile. “It made a world of difference to me, to 
my husband and especially to my 4 girls.” 

It’s not every day that you are told you have inoperable cancer 
and that it will require 6 rounds of chemotherapy followed by 
radiation therapy. 

It’s not every day that YOU are told this, but almost everyday 
somebody is. 

On November 24th, 2016 Danielle was crushed with this 
news and felt an immediate sense of despair. “All I heard was 
the word inoperable,” recalls Danielle. “It was like doomsday.” 

After being told they could not remove the mass by operation 
and that they needed to start chemotherapy immediately, 
Danielle was shocked. “It was right before Christmas and with 
4 daughters, I thought ‘This is my last Christmas!’ ”

Chemotherapy started to take its toll as it started to work on 
the cancer. She lost her hair and started feeling weak, but 
eventually the tumor was removed from the chest wall. It was 
at this point that surgery was back on the table. 

Dr. Ron MacCormick, oncologist at the Cape Breton Regional 
Hospital, recommended they make their move. 

On February 9th, 2017 Danielle had her surgery. “I elected 
to have a prolific double mastectomy,” recalls Danielle. “They 
were going to remove one anyway and I figured I didn’t need 
them anymore. They fed my children, let’s let them go.”

As frightening as it was to enter the operating room at the 
Cape Breton Regional Hospital, it immediately became easier 
when Danielle met with the staff. 

“It was literally like walking into a living room, where you 
knew everyone,” she smiles. “Like a Cape Breton Kitchen 
Party.” Walking past 5 separate medical staff, who she knew 
personally, made her nerves all but disappear. “I was wheeled 
in by my Dad’s first cousin, who told me everything was going 
to be fine.” Danielle fondly 
remembers the pit in her 
stomach shrinking. 

Danielle is still on her medical 
journey and is bravely fighting 
with every part of her soul. She takes comfort knowing that 
others who need an operation will get to do so at home. 

“We need to make sure to give back when we can,” Danielle 
reminds us. “To ensure we keep what we have here. It really is 
world class healthcare.”

Life-saving care isn’t possible without the right tools and equipment. Your support will help us give more 
Cape Bretoners, like Danielle, better care at home, www.operationheart.ca 



Living Up to the Standard
The Cape Breton Regional Hospital Foundation is 1 of 2 Charities in Nova Scotia Recently 

Accredited by Imagine Canada Non-Profit Standard

This January, the Cape Breton Regional Hospital Foundation was one of two charities in 
Nova Scotia who received the Imagine Canada Standard accreditation. 

The Imagine Canada Standards Program is an accreditation that sets out to build 
excellence within Canada’s charities and nonprofits through common standards of practice 
and to strengthen confidence in the sector.

Charities and nonprofits apply to the program to bolster trust in their organization, 
showcase the Accreditation Trustmark to supporters, and to be seen as leaders. 
Accredited organizations also tell us that the Standards Program has identified and 
reduced organization risk, improved board governance practises, and fostered a strong 
work force.

The Cape Breton Regional Hospital Foundation has been working to obtain this high standard of operation over the past year and 
has worked closely with the Standards Program to ensure that the utmost efficiencies are taken into account through fundraising 
and disbursement processes. 

The Imagine Canada Standards Program awards accreditation to Canadian charities and nonprofits that demonstrate excellence 
across 73 standards that are grouped in five areas of operations. The five areas include: Board Governance, Financial 
Accountability and Transparency, Fundraising, Staff Management and Volunteer Involvement. All 73 standards were met, and in 
some cases exceeded, by the Hospital Foundation’s high quality charitble work.

The Cape Breton Regional Hospital Foundation is the only non-profit to receive this high standard accreditation in Cape Breton 
and is one of only three non-profits in Nova Scotia – where there are more than 3,800 registetred charities.

More information about the Imagine Canada Standards Program can be found online: www.imaginecanada.ca 

Stay connected with the Foundation
902-567-7752

45 Weatherbee Rd, Suite 209, Sydney, NS, B1M 0A1

 

     @BecauseUCare        www.becauseyoucare.ca

UNTIL NO PATIENT NEEDS US ,

WE NEED YOU!


